
 
 
 
  

March 15, 2024 
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 
Prime Minister 
 
The Honourable Chrystia Freeland 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 
 
Re: Immediate Funding for the Canada Disability Benefit 
 
Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister: 

We the undersigned are reaching out to you today to stress the importance of a timely decision to fund the Canada 
Disability Benefit (CDB) for a substantive and meaningful amount that will achieve the policy goals of the Act. The 2020 
Speech from the Throne committed to create the CDB with the intent to lift tens of thousands of Canadians with 
disabilities out of deep poverty. This affordability measure enjoyed unanimous all-party support throughout the 
legislative process and is favoured by 89% of Canadians who were surveyed in 2021.   

 

Statistics Canada tells us that 27% of our population self-identify as having at least one significant disability. Over 8 
million Canadians make up this powerful voting demographic, with significant numbers in every single one of our ridings. 
During the HUMA and SOCI committee hearings for Bill C-22, we heard first-hand the gut- wrenching stories of people 
with disabilities who are attempting to live on woefully inadequate social supports and forced to make decisions on a 
daily basis that none of us would consider reasonable.  

 

The CDB is a legacy social policy for this government similarly to Canada Pension Plan, Canada Child Benefit and $10 per 
day Early Learning and Child Care, but it must be funded at an amount that makes a difference in those lives of the 
people that need it the most. This is next step that we must take to strengthen our social security net and truly build an 
inclusive economy that works for everyone.  
 
A meaningful CDB will enable people with disabilities to participate in the labour force, grow our economy, have better 
health outcomes, and be full participants in all aspects of society and our communities.  
 
The lingering effects of the pandemic and increasing cost of living have made this affordability measure essential for all 
those with a disability, but especially those in rural, remote and northern communities. We recognize the need to make 
fiscal considerations important in this upcoming Budget, but those with a disability can no longer be pushed aside.  Too 
often people with a disability have been ignored and marginalized, and we as a government must make the commitment 
to act decisively to say – no more.   
 
Since forming government, supporting the most vulnerable and making life more affordable has been at the forefront of 
everything we do. It is our Liberal brand. We have taken the time to listen to the disability community and we have 
made commitments to support them, but we need to meet the moment. They are counting on us to deliver. The time is 
now. We cannot lose the trust of Canadians after years of work in this space.   
 
Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister, we need a Canada Disability Benefit now. Canadians are expecting to see it 
featured in the upcoming budget. The disability community has been relentless in their advocacy for decades and they 
are looking to us for leadership. We need a meaningful amount to cement our government’s legacy as the one who 
cares about its most vulnerable citizens.  
 
Respectfully,   
 



 
 
 
  

 
Pam Damoff, MP 
Oakville North–Burlington 
 

 
Tim Louis, MP 
Kitchener–Conestoga 

 
Wayne Long, MP 
Saint John–Rothesay 

 

 
Darren Fisher, MP 
Dartmouth–Cole Harbour 
 

 
Tony VanBynen, MP 
Newmarket–Aurora 

 
Francis Scarpaleggia, MP 
Lac-Saint-Louis 

 
 

 
Hon. Mona Fortier, MP 
Ottawa–Vanier 
 

Parm Bains, MP 
Steveston–Richmond East 

 
Julie Dzerowicz, MP 
Davenport 

 
Anita Vandenbeld, MP 
Ottawa West–Nepean 

 
Lena Metlege Diab, MP 
Halifax West 
 

 
Peter Fragiskatos, MP 
London North Centre 

 
Hon. Helena Jaczek, MP 
Markham–Stouffville 

 
Andy Fillmore, MP 
Halifax 

 
Chad Collins, MP 
Hamilton East–Stoney Creek 
 

 
Sameer Zuberi, MP 
Pierrefonds–Dollard 

 
Leah Taylor Roy, MP 
Aurora–Oak Ridges– 
Richmond Hill 

 
Annie Koutrakis, MP 
Vimy 

 
Anthony Rota, MP 
Nipissing–Timiskaming 
 

 
Arielle Kayabaga, MP 
London West 

 
Taleeb Noormohamed, MP 
Vancouver Granville 

 
Hon. Joyce Murray, MP 
Vancouver Quadra 

 
Nathaniel Erskine-Smith, 
MP 
Beaches–East York 

 
Adam van Koeverden, MP 
Milton 

 
Ryan Turnbull, MP 
Whitby 

Valerie Bradford, MP 
Kitchener South–Hespeler 

 
Yasir Naqvi, MP 
Ottawa Centre 

 
Hon. Hedy Fry, MP 
Vancouver Centre 

 
Iqra Khalid, MP 
Mississauga–Erin Mills 

 
Bryan May, MP 
Cambridge 



 
 
 
  

  

 
Jennifer O’Connell, MP 
Pickering–Uxbridge 

 
John Aldag, MP 
Cloverdale–Langley City 
 

 
Sonia Sidhu, MP 
Brampton South 

 

 
Michael V. McLeod, MP 
Northwest Territories 

 
Ron McKinnon, MP 
Coquitlam–Port Coquitlam 

 
Vance Badawey, MP 
Niagara Centre 
 

 

 
Jean Yip, MP 
Scarborough–Agincourt 

 
Lisa Hepfner, MP 
Hamilton Mountain  

 
Sean Casey, MP 
Charlottetown 

 
Hon. Bardish Chagger, MP 
Waterloo 
 

 
James Maloney, MP 
Etobicoke—Lakeshore 
 

 
Jenica Atwin, MP 
Fredericton 

 
Anna Gainey, MP 
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce—
Westmount 

 
Heath MacDonald, MP 
Malpeque 
 

 
Churence Rogers, MP 
Bonavista—Burin—Trinity 

 
Robert J. Morrissey, MP 
Egmont 
 

  

 
 
 
 


